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of AIDS; one of every five Americans knows
someone who has died of AIDS; over one
million Americans are already infected with
HIV.

HIV/AIDS affects everyone in this Nation.
Preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS and its
associated human and economic costs is cru-
cial to the success of health care reform.
Likewise, enlightened, nondiscriminatory
workplace policies are essential to both our
efforts at reinventing government and at low-
ering health costs. This Administration and
this Nation must do all within our power to
prevent discrimination against those infected
with HIV. I am committed to facing the dif-
ficult issues raised by HIV/AIDS.

This is an Administration of action and
leadership by example. Today’s Cabinet
meeting discussion of HIV/AIDS is the be-
ginning. All of you are asked to develop and
fully implement comprehensive HIV/AIDS
workplace policies and employee education
and prevention programs by World AIDS
Day, 1994, beginning with your Senior Staff.

To begin this process:
• Each Cabinet Secretary shall designate

a member of his/her Senior Staff to im-
plement ongoing HIV/AIDS education
and prevention programs and to de-
velop nondiscriminatory workplace poli-
cies for employees with HIV/AIDS.

• These designees, with the Office of the
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
(ONAPC), shall form a working group
to implement this directive.

• The Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) shall review its current HIV/
AIDS workplace guidelines and assist in
the development of workplace policies
in the departments and agencies, as di-
rected by ONAPC. OPM should pay
particular attention to ensuring that the
administrative burden on the depart-
ments and agencies is minimized.

• The National AIDS Policy Coordinator
shall report to me quarterly on the
progress of each department and agen-
cy, beginning January 1, 1994.

• The White House Staff and the Staff
of the Executive Office of the President
(EOP) will participate in HIV/AIDS
education and prevention training prior

to World AIDS Day, December 1,
1993.

HIV/AIDS is the health crisis of this cen-
tury; it cannot be allowed to extend into the
next. Only through education and prevention
can we stop its spread. Only through aggres-
sive and coordinated efforts at medical re-
search can we find a cure. Join me on World
AIDS Day, 1993, to remember the hundreds
of thousands of American dead and the mil-
lions of Americans infected or suffering be-
cause of this disease; help me to vividly dem-
onstrate this Administration’s commitment to
end the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Presenting the National
Medals of Science and Technology
September 30, 1993

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. When we schedule these wonderful
things on the South Lawn, we normally do
it because it’s so warm at this time of year.
I would give another medal to someone right
now who could raise the temperature just six
degrees. [Laughter]

Mr. Vice President, Secretary Aspin, Sec-
retary Brown, Under Secretary Kunin, Dr.
Gibbons, Under Secretary of Commerce for
Technology Mary Good, and Acting Director
of the National Science Foundation Dr. Fred
Bernthal, the Director-designate of the
Science Foundation Dr. Neal Lane, distin-
guished medal recipients and members of
the National Medal of Technology Nominat-
ing Evaluation Committee, members of the
President’s Committee on National Medal of
Science, and the 1993 Presidential Faculty
Fellows, the 30 outstanding young scientists
and engineers who are joining us here for
this ceremony, and I congratulate all of
you—where are you? They’re in the back
over there—and to the Foundation for the
National Medals of Science and Technology
and other guests, although I hope I’ve named
everyone by now. It’s a great privilege for
us to have you here today. I haven’t been
exposed to this much knowledge of science
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and technology since I named Al Gore to be
my running mate last year. [Laughter]

I’m glad to salute all of you who are win-
ners, whose discoveries advance our standard
of living and the quality of our lives, our
health, our understanding of the world and
our own place in it.

I know that the achievements we honor
today will improve our ability to commu-
nicate with one another, to increase the pro-
ductivity of our people, and to secure our
place in the global economy and hopefully
to help to preserve in common our planet.

It’s especially important to me that we find
ways to preserve what is important to us and
to succeed in this global economy, because
I know we cannot win the fight that we are
in by continuing to do what we have done,
which is to have our working people work
harder and harder for less and less.

Yesterday we celebrated two achievements
of science and technology, and a great gam-
ble besides, by announcing, as some of you
noticed, an unprecedented joint research
venture with the Big Three automakers, our
national defense labs, and our other Federal
scientific research facilities to try to triple the
fuel efficiency of cars by the end of the dec-
ade. And then we announced that we were
removing export controls on 70 percent of
America’s computers, both regular comput-
ers and supercomputers, in ways that we be-
lieve will add billions of dollars, indeed, tens
of billions of dollars to our exports.

Today, we honor people who are the
dreamers, the pioneers, the risk takers, who
remind us that the things we celebrated yes-
terday were once just a gleam in the mind’s
eye of a brilliant scientist or an engineer. You,
too, will have that pleasure some day. But
today we honor people who are the new
scouts in our timeless urge for adventure.

Forty years ago, J. Robert Oppenheimer
said in a lecture, ‘‘Both the man of science
and the man of art live always at the edge
of mystery, surrounded by it. Both, as the
measure of their creation, have always had
to do with the harmonization of what is new
with what is familiar, with the balance be-
tween novelty and synthesis, with the strug-
gle to make partial order in total chaos.’’ That
sounds like my job. [Laughter] ‘‘This cannot
be an easy life,’’ he said. Well, it may not

be an easy life, but clearly it is a life worth
living, and today, a life worth honoring.

I thank all of you so much for helping this
country and this administration move toward
the 21st century.

Daniel Boorstin wrote in his book, ‘‘The
Discoverers’’, ‘‘All the world is still an Amer-
ica. The most promising words ever written
on the map of human knowledge are terra
incognita, unknown territory.’’ Your discov-
eries of unknown territory are for the rest
of us most promising, and your country sa-
lutes you for them.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on the Retirement of
General Colin Powell in Arlington,
Virginia
September 30, 1993

Thank you very much. Secretary Aspin,
President and Mrs. Bush, General and Mrs.
Powell, distinguished Members of Congress,
distinguished leaders of United States mili-
tary forces, my fellow Americans.

Today, a grateful Nation observes the end
of a distinguished career and celebrates 35
years of service and victory: a victory for the
United States military that gave young Colin
Powell a chance to learn and to grow and
to lead; a victory for the military and political
leaders who continue to elevate him based
on their complete confidence and sheer re-
spect; a victory for a Nation well served and,
in a larger sense, a victory for the American
dream; for the principle that in our Nation,
people can rise as far as their talent, their
capacities, their dreams, and their discipline
will carry them.

A long time ago, Thomas Jefferson wrote,
‘‘The Creator has not thought proper to mark
those in the forehead who are of stuff to
make good generals.’’ The Creator has not
thought proper to mark them by the color
of their skin or the station of their birth or
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